132           POLITICAL CLAUSES FOR EUROPE
SECTION IV
SAAR  BASIN
ARTICLE 45.
As compensation for the destruction of the coal mines in
the north of France and as part payment towards the total
reparation due from Germany for the damage resulting from
the war, Germany cedes to France in full and absolute posses-
sion, with exclusive rights of exploitation, unencumbered and
free from all debts and charges of any kind, the coal mines
situated in the Saar Basin as defined in Article 48.
ARTICLE 46.
In order to assure the rights and welfare of the population
and to guarantee to France complete freedom in working the
mines, Germany agrees to the provisions of Chapters I and II
of the Annex hereto.
ARTICLE 47.
In order to make in due time permanent provision for the
government of the Saar Basin in accordance with the wishes of
the population, France and Germany agree to the provisions of
Chapter in of the Annex hereto.
ARTICLE 48.
The boundaries of the territory of the Saar Basin, as dealt
with in the present stipulations, will be fixed as follows :
On the south and south-west: by the frontier of France as
fixed by the present Treaty.
On the north-west and north : by a line following the northern
administrative boundary of the Kreis of Merzig from the point
where it leaves the French frontier to the point where it
meets the administrative boundary separating the commune
of Saarholzbach from the commune of Britten; following this
communal boundary southwards and reaching the adminis-
trative boundary of the canton of Merzig so as to include in
the territory of the Saar Basin the canton of Mettlach, with the
exception of the commune of Britten; following successively
the northern administrative boundaries of the cantons of
Merzig and Haustadt, which are incorporated in the aforesaid
Saar Basin, then successively the administrative boundaries
separating the Kreise of Sarrelouis, Ottweiler and Saint-Wendel